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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. In the present case, claims 1 1 claims a signal, which is 
currently held to be non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 - 2, 4 - 7, 9 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Wang et. al. [US 6,396,784]. 

Regarding claim 1, Wang teaches: 

• A method for providing data in a layered storage medium [abstract] 
comprising the steps of: 

• providing at least one set of content data for storage in at least one layer 
of the storage medium [abstract], 
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• providing, for each layer, identifying data corresponding to a set of content 
data, of which at least parts is to be provided in the layer [abstract], 

• which identifying data comprises a content identifier that is common for 
and indicative of that whole set of content data [fig. 2, 1 st track, 2 nd track, 
etc], 

• storing content data together with corresponding identifying data in each 
layer of the storage medium, such that each layer having content data 
belonging to the same set has the same content identifier [abstract, fig. 
2]. 



Regarding claim 2, Wang teaches: 

• A method according to claim 1 [see above], 

• in which the identifying data also comprises a layer identifier and the step 
of storing comprises storing content data together with identifying data 
also identifying the actual layer in each layer of the storage medium 
[claim 1, note that the layer identifier is inherent in Wang's teaching 
as his data is all stored on one recording layer]. 



Regarding claim 4, Wang teaches: 

• A method according to claim 1 [see above], 

• wherein the identifying data is provided in a specific position in each layer 
[claim 1]. 
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Regarding claim 5, Wang teaches: 

• A method according to claim 4 [see above], 

• wherein the identifying data is stored in a lead-in area of each layer [claim 
9]- 

Regarding claim 6, Wang teaches: 

• A method according to claim 4 [see above], 

• wherein the identifying data is stored in a PIC-band of each layer [claim 
6]- 

Regarding claim 7, Wang teaches: 

• A method according to claim 1 [see above], 

• wherein the identifier that is common for and indicative of the whole 
content is a content or catalogue number [claim 1]. 

The device claimed in claim 9 is inherent to the method taught in claim 1 . Therefore, 
claim 9 is rejected upon the same grounds as claim 1 . 

The signal claimed in claim 1 1 is inherent to the method taught in claim 1 . Therefore, 
claim 9 is rejected upon the same grounds as claim 1 . 
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4. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lee [US 
5,737,287]. 

Regarding claim 10, Lee teaches: 

• Storage medium comprising at least two different layers of layer data [fig. 
4], 

• where each layer comprises at least parts of a set of content data and 
identifying data [abstract], 

• which identifying data comprises a content identifier that is common for 
and indicative of that whole set of content data [abstract], 

• such that each layer having data belonging to the same set of content 
data has the same content identifier [col. 2 line 60 to col. 3 line 2]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wang in view of Lee. 

Regarding claim 3, Wang teaches: 

• A method according to claim 1 [see 102 rejection above], 
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However, Wang does not teach: 

• wherein one set of data is provided in at least two layers. 
Lee does teach: 

• wherein one set of data is provided in at least two layers [abstract]. 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
combine the multiple layers of information taught by Lee with the method taught by 
Wang because using multiple layers of information provides a predictable result, namely 
that two information layers holds more data than only one information layer. 

Regarding claim 8, Wang teaches: 

• A method according to claim 2 [see 102 rejection above], 

However, Wang does not teach: 

• wherein each layer identifier comprises a code that is unique for said 
layer. 

Lee does teach: 

• wherein each layer identifier comprises a code that is unique for said layer 
[abstract]. 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
combine the unique layer code taught by Lee with the method taught by Wang because 
using a unique layer code makes it is easy to search the music while accurately 
controlling the spindle motor [Lee abstract]. 
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7. Claims 12 - 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lee in view of Hamasaka et. al. [US 5,485,439]. 
Regarding claim 12, Lee teaches: 

• A method of indicating correctness of content data stored in or associated 
with at least two different layers of a layered storage medium comprising 
the steps of: reading identifying data from or for at least one layer, which 
identifying data includes a content identifier that is common for and 
indicative of the whole content of one set of content data [col. 3, lines 7 - 
20], 

• where at least parts of the set is provided in the layer, such that each layer 
having data belonging to the same set of content data has the same 
content identifier [col. 3, lines 7 - 20], 

• comparing content identifiers [fig. 6, step S604] 
However, Lee does not teach: 

• indicating if content identifiers in or for the investigated layers correspond 
to a correct combination or not. 

Hamasaka does teach: 

• indicating if content identifiers in or for the investigated layers correspond 
to a correct combination or not [col. 12, lines 61 - 67]. 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to 
combine the incorrect combination indicator taught by Hamasaka with the method 
taught by Lee because such an indication step could also be used to indicate several 
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ordinary disc reproducing operations steps which may need monitoring, such as if disc 
reproduction has begun, disc reproduction has ended, or if the disc reproducing device 
is in a standby mode. 

Regarding claim 13, Lee in view of Hamasaka teaches the method as taught in claim 
12. 

Additionally, Lee teaches: 

• wherein the step of reading identifying data comprises reading identifying 
data from or for at least two layers [abstract]. 

Regarding claim 14, Lee in view of Hamasaka teaches the method as taught in claim 
12. 

Additionally, Lee teaches: 

• wherein the identifying data also comprises a layer identifier and further 
comprising the steps of comparing layer identifiers [claim 1], 

• indicating if layer identifiers in or for the investigated layers correspond to 
a correct combination or not [claim 3]. 

The device as claimed in claim 15 is inherent to the method as taught in claim 12. 
Therefore, claim 15 is rejected upon the same grounds as claim 12. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANDREW J. SASINOWSKI whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5883. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 7:30 to 
5:00, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Robinson can be reached on (571)272-2319. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

AJS 

/Mark A. Robinson/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4163 



